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         October 2011
Theme: Autumn/Fruit and Vegetables

Colour: Orange

Shape:  Triangle
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[image: image4.wmf][image: image5.wmf][image: image6.wmf]Our theme for October is ‘Autumn’.  The children will also be encouraged to observe seasonal changes eg. leaves changing colour and falling off the trees.  We will also look at a variety of fruit and vegetables.  The children will be encouraged to use their senses to explore these and we will have tasting sessions.  We go outside as often as possible so please send a rainproof coat daily with your child.  During the month of October, we will also talk about things associated with Hallowe’en such as witches, cats and carving pumpkins.  We are now reading stories that enhance the children’s awareness of the seasonal changes that occur in Autumn.  These include a series of books about Percy the Park Keeper and his animal friends written by Nick Butterworth.  Other books we will read on this topic include ‘Pumpkin Soup’ by Helen Cooper and ‘Owl Babies’ by Martin Waddell.  We will also read a number of stories from the ‘Meg and Mog’ series by Helen Nicoll and Jan Pienkowski and the ‘Winnie the Witch’ stories by Korky Paul and Valerie Thomas.  Many of these books will be available in your local library.  Our colour table this month will be orange.  Please encourage your child to bring something orange from home.  It is helpful if all items are clearly marked with the child’s name and these will be returned at the end of the month.  
Thank you to all parents for the effort put into completing the ‘All About Me’ books.  Many children often lift these books throughout the school day and look at them sometimes independently and sometimes with adults or other children.  They have also helped staff identify adults collecting children.  They have been a great success!
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Bedtime Stories
[image: image8.wmf]The children are invited to a Bedtime Story session on Tuesday 18th October at 6.30pm.  We will read a few bedtime stories and sing a few songs.  The children can come ready for bed and bring their teddies or favourite toy.  A light healthy snack will be provided before the children go home.  There will be a cup of tea/coffee for parents while they are waiting on their children.
Parent Representatives on the Board of Governors
We are currently seeking two parent representatives for a period of two years on our Board of Governors.  If you are interested in becoming a Parent Representative please speak to a member of teaching staff.  Once nominations are received, parents will formally elect the representatives, which will be carried out at the Bedtime Story Session.  
School Census

Every year the Department carries out a census in order to set school budgets.  One of the factors that they consider is the number of part-time children whose parents are in receipt of Income Support.  Only parents who are in receipt of Income Support or Jobseekers Allowance should complete the form, which was sent home last week.  It is not necessary to take this to your local Social Security Office to be stamped.  
School Photographer
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Dougie the school photographer will visit on Tuesday 25th October to take individual children’s photographs.  These will be available to purchase in time for Christmas.  All children will have the opportunity to have their photograph taken.  A sample will then be sent home to parents but purchase of these is not compulsory.  If you wish to have a family photograph taken at this time you are most welcome to bring your child’s siblings to Nursery on this date.  Please notify your child’s class teacher.   
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We will have a ‘Wear it Pink’ Day on Thursday 13th October in support of the Breast Cancer Campaign.  Children can come to Nursery wearing something pink or can bring something pink.  We request a donation of £2 and will keep parents informed of how much we raise!
[image: image13.wmf]Volunteers
We very much need and appreciate the support of parents/grandparents/friends to allow us to organize educational visits outside the school grounds.  Please return all completed forms urgently to the school as these need to be sent to the relevant authorities.
[image: image14.wmf]Educational Visitors
The ‘World of Owls’ will visit the Nursery on Wednesday 26th October.  This will be paid for from the Nursery Fund that you contribute to each week.  
Fancy Dress Parties

We will have Fancy Dress Parties on Friday 28th  October.  Children are invited to dress up for the day.  If dressing in Hallowe’en costumes we would ask parents to ensure that no masks are sent to school that day or over the Hallowe’en period, as many of our children are easily frightened.  

Safeguarding Policy (Child protection)
We are providing all parents with a copy of our ‘Safeguarding Policy’.  This contains important information for parents including what they should do in the event they feel a child is at risk.  Please speak to your child’s class teacher if you wish to clarify any of this information.  
Mid-term Break

School will be closed from Monday 31st October to Wednesday 2nd November inclusive.  The Nursery will re-open on Thursday 3rd November. 
Nursery Principal
	Draw A Happy Face on the Pumpkin!


