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Theme:  Christmas 



December 2011

Colour:  Red


Shape:  Star

We will talk this month about Christmas and the Nativity.  Please encourage your child to bring something for our colour table.  We would ask that all items are clearly marked with your child’s name.  As the cold weather has brought snow quite early this year we will also talk to the children about dressing suitably for the outdoors. Physical development is a vital part of a child’s overall development and we are committed to providing opportunities for this daily.  We have invested a lot of money in our outdoor environment to ensure we have somewhere in the grounds of the school to take children in all weather.  We aim to provide outdoor play daily and would ask parents to please continue to send a coat daily with your child and in this cold weather a hat, scarf and gloves.  It would be helpful if hats and scarves were put into the child’s box in the hallway as staff can quickly and efficiently check these while helping children prepare for outdoors.  Please continue to encourage your child to put on their own coat etc as we are continually encouraging independence.  

Enrolment for September 2012

We will have an open day on Thursday 13th December 2011 from 3.00pm – 7.00pm for children who will begin Nursery School in September 2012.  The closing date for applications is Wednesday 11th January at 12 noon.  Application forms and NEELB booklets are now available from the school.

Tuesday 13th December 2011

The Yellow Class will attend as normal on this date and the Red Class will finish at 1.00pm.  The Blue class will finish at 2.15pm.  

Christmas Arrangements

We have been invited to attend an Infant Nativities in some local Primary Schools.  
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Tuesday 13th:
 
The Blue Class will attend Dunclug Primary School.

Wednesday 14th : 
The Yellow Class will attend St Brigid’s Primary School.

Friday 16th:

The Red Class will attend St. Colmcille’s Primary School.

Monday 19th:

The Red and Yellow Classes will attend Dunclug Primary School.

Thank You Mr Reid, Dunclug Primary School

Most schools have their nativity rehearsals in the morning which has meant that the Blue Class in recent years has not been able to attend another school at Christmas.  We very much appreciate the effort made by Mr Reid, Dunclug Primary School, and his staff, who are putting on a rehearsal in the afternoon to accommodate the children in our afternoon session.

Cambridge House Grammar School Band are going to play their musical instruments for the children on Thursday 15th December at 10:00 am.  Pupils from the afternoon session are welcome to attend this with their parents.  
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Thursday 15th:  The Red Class will have their School Christmas Dinner.

       Monday 19th: 
Blue Class Christmas Party

Wednesday 21st:
Red and Yellow classes Christmas Parties 

[image: image6.wmf]The children would like to sing a few Christmas songs for their parents:  

Yellow Class:  
Tuesday 20th December at 10:30 am.

    Red Class:  
Tuesday 20th December at 12:30 pm. 

   Blue Class: 
Tuesday 20th December at 2:00 pm.

(Children will go home with their parents after the songs)

[image: image7.png]


Parents are asked to please be aware that we do not have a school hall on the premises and we therefore must use our classrooms for all school functions.  Every effort is made to clear as much space as possible just before the parents arrive.  We are happy to accommodate as many people as possible as we realise this is a very important event in the school life of your child.  We would ask you to be aware that space is limited.  
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We might have a special visitor that day!

Please Note: In keeping with our Child Protection Policy we cannot permit the use of Cameras or video cameras at Nursery School functions.

Health

[image: image9.wmf]If your child is ill please keep them at home until fully recovered.  Nursery staff cannot give a sick child the attention they need without neglecting others and it is essential we prevent the unnecessary spread of infection.  If your child has vomiting or diarrhoea please keep them at home.  The Health protection Agency recommends that children are kept at home for 48hours to ensure other children are not put at risk of infection.  If your child is unable to attend Nursery because of illness or any other reason please telephone to let us know.  

A number of children have recently been diagnosed with a viral condition, Hand, Foot and Mouth Disease.  It results in an outbreak of small blisters on the hands, feet and in the mouth.  A child does not have to be excluded from Nursery for this condition as it is not known to cause harm to any group in society although it is highly contagious and can be very painful.  It can also result in the child feeling unwell.  Parents are asked to please be vigilant about their child’s health and are reminded that it is not possible for staff to give a sick child the attention that they need.  

School Closures

At times it is necessary at short notice to close schools eg when we experience the unprecedented severe weather such as that of last December.  The Department of Education have produced information for parents informing them about the decision making process including health and safety issues that need to be considered by school Principals when deciding to close a school.  The information is available on the NI Direct website at www.nidirect.gov.uk/schoolclosures 

Children’s Buggies

[image: image10.wmf]A number of parents are leaving children’s buggies in the entrance hall area and we are concerned that this poses a health and safety risk for children and other parents.  We have relocated our outdoor storage box normally used for writing materials to the entrance area of the school in an effort to accommodate parents wishing to leave buggies, car seats etc.  We would ask that all such items be placed in this large yellow container.  Parents are reminded that the school cannot accept responsibility for any items left on school premises.

Something to do with your child:  Christmas Shortbread
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4ounces of butter
2 ounces of caster sugar

Cream the caster sugar and butter until light and fluffy.  Add the flour and bind together.  

Knead until smooth.  Roll and cut with Christmas shaped pastry cutters.

Bake in the oven at 180°c for 20-25 mins.  

Nursery Fund

In addition to purchasing all food for break the Nursery Fund also covers the costs of school visitors educational visits, transport etc.  Party food and a gift for each child for Christmas will also be purchased from the Nursery Fund this month.  The Nursery Fund is vital to ensure we can continue to provide these additional activities and treats.  If you have not yet paid the Nursery Fund for this term please speak to the school secretary or your child’s class teacher.  

School Holidays

Term will finish for the Blue Class on Tuesday 20th December at 3:00 pm.

Term will finish for the Red and Yellow classes on Wednesday 21st December at 11:30 am.  (Please note there will be no dinner for the Red Class on this date.)

The Nursery will re-open again on Wednesday 4th January 2012 at the usual times.

Nursery Staff and Governors wish you all a peaceful and Happy Christmas 
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and look forward to seeing you in the New Year!

Nursery Principal
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